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Each year The Mary Louis Academy graduates young women with 

faith and dreams, intelligence and commitment. We want to share

some of our students, past and present, with you as we ask your 

continued support for the marvelous work of educating young 

Women of Vision.

In preparing these snapshots of TMLA grads and students, we asked

each the following question: “How did your experiences at The Mary Louis

Academy contribute to your success?” As you read the responses and examine

the accomplishments of your schoolmates, 

we suspect you will be answering that question for yourself as well.

One theme emerged repeatedly. Mary Louis was a wonderful place 

to grow and learn. In part, that learning was about self and how

to use the gifts with which each woman was blessed.  Personal confidence

and a desire to be the best shine through each glimpse of these 

Women of Vision.

We hope to continue to send you snapshots of our graduates so that 

you will be proud to contribute to a tradition of faith 

and excellence, which has not faltered in more than sixty-five years.



After graduating from Adelphi

College in 1957 with a B.A. in 

Social Work, Lois McGowan taught 

primary grade school in Syosset, N.Y.

In 1958 she married Andrew J.

McGowan and raised a family of

three children while her husband 

did his medical training.  During 

subsequent years as they moved to

Washington, she administered her

husband’s urology group practice

from 1978 to 1990. Lois’ volunteer

activities contributed to the already

busy life that she was leading as

homemaker to three children and

office administrator to her husband’s 

practice. Her volunteer work

includes being a Brownie and Girl

Scout leader, Cub Scout den mother

in Carle Place and Garden City,

N.Y., teaching CCD at St. Joseph’s

Parish in Garden City, raising money

for Chaminade High School, and

being a Eucharistic Minister at 

St. Joseph’s Parish.  She is currently 

a board member of St. Ignatius

School, Hunt’s Point, Bronx, which

is a storefront school expanding 

to permanent headquarters, and 

a weekly volunteer at a pregnancy 

crisis center called Life Center.

Lois Meaney
McGowan

“The example, ideals and practical

application of education principles 

to which I was exposed during my 

four years at Mary Louis served me very 

well in my career as wife, homemaker, mother and grandmother. 

They have fostered my subsequent particular interest in the education

of underprivileged children.”

1953
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Patricia Reilly Giff, noted 

children’s author of over 60 books

and winner of the prestigious John

Newbery Medal, knew that she

wanted to write from the time she

picked up her first book and read.

After earning a B.A. degree from

Marymount College, she decided to

become a teacher and after twenty

years of teaching and earning a 

master’s degree from St. John’s and 

a doctorate in Humane Letters from

Hofstra, she decided to devote full

time to writing.  Kids of the Polk

Street School was her first series, 

providing new teachers with usable

text and remedial readers with books

which would be both instructive yet

joyful.  Her prize winning novel,

Lily’s Crossing, is a vivid portrait of

the home front during WWII.  Her

most recent book, All the Way Home,

tells the touching story of Brick and

Mariel, two 11-year old friends who

know firsthand about adversity, and

together embark on a journey that

brings them personal peace.

With her husband Jim and 

children Alie, Jim and Bill, Pat

opened in 1990 a children’s 

bookstore named Dinosaur’s Paw 

in Weston, Connecticut.

Patricia Reilly 
Giff

“I made lifelong friends at Mary Louis, 
my closest friend who has shared the joys 
and sorrows of life with me. But there was one
special relationship with the Poet and English
teacher, Sister Immaculata, which was very
important in my career. My experiences in her class certainly helped 
as a background for my writing . . . and the years in the debating 
club with Sister as a moderator were a wonderful foundation for the 
speaking which I do now.”

1953
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Patricia Hynes, a lead trial lawyer

at the firm of Milberg Weiss Bershad

Hynes & Lerach LLP, has had a 

distinguished career as a litigator, 

a teacher and in service to the 

profession.  A Fellow of the American

College of Trial Lawyers, she has

taught Trial Advocacy at Harvard

Law School, Fordham Law School

and the National Institute of Trial

Advocacy. Graduating with a J.D.

from Fordham Law School, she was 

a member of the Law Review and

subsequently served as a law clerk to

Joseph C. Zavatt, Chief Judge of the

United States District Court for the

Eastern District of New York, and

was an Assistant U.S. Attorney in 

the Southern District of  New 

York from 1967 to 1982.

Pat has served on the Advisory

Committee to the Federal Judicial

Code Revision Project and has also

served on the Commission on

Government Integrity.  In July of

2002, she was named by Mayor

Bloomberg to the New York City

Charter Revision Commission.

Pat has been included on the list 

of Best Lawyers in America since

1993 and in the National Law

Journal’s Profile of America’s Top 

50 Women Litigators and Survey 

of the Fifty Most Influential Women

Lawyers in America.

Patricia
Hynes

“I have always credited my experience 
at The Mary Louis Academy for my 
decision to pursue a career in law.  
As a member of the debating team at
Mary Louis, I developed the ability 
and confidence to think on my feet, 
to marshal information and to present it coherently and persuasively
in a public forum.  These are skills that are essential for a trial
lawyer.  The debating team was only one facet of the wonderful 
education I received at Mary Louis.”

1959
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Sister Annelle Fitzpatrick, CSJ 

is currently the Director of the

Catholic Hospital Administrative

Personnel Program at Saint Vincent’s

Catholic Medical Centers of New

York, where she is responsible for 

the development of curriculum 

and selection of faculty.  Since 

its inception in 1984, the 

program has attracted hospital 

administrative personnel from

throughout the United States,

Canada, Ireland, Australia and

England to study complex ethical

issues facing the healthcare 

community.  Sister Annelle also

assists at Covenant House, where 

she counsels teenagers and staff on

problems related to moral, social and

ethical issues involving at-risk youth. 

Joining the Sisters of Saint Joseph

after she graduated from college,

Sister Annelle taught history at

Fontbonne Hall, Saint Joseph’s High

School and served as an adjunct in

Sociology at St. John’s University. 

At the latter, she obtained an M.A.

in Sociology, an M.S. in Philosophy

and a Ph.D. in Sociology.  For 

15 years, from 1984 to 1999, 

she served as Vice President for

Mission and Ethics at the Catholic

Medical Center in Jamaica, New

York, where she was responsible 

for maintaining, integrating and

strengthening the organization’s 

values into all policies and 

procedures of the Medical Center.

Sister Annelle

“Mary Louis instilled in me a deep 

awareness of Gospel mandate that to whom

much is given - much will be expected.”

1965
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President and Chief Operating

Officer of Avon Products Inc., Susan

Kropf has been responsible for Avon’s

worldwide business operations since

January 2001.   (Avon is the world’s

leading direct seller of beauty related

products with approximately 

$6.0 billion in annual revenues.)

Joining Avon in 1970, Susan has

held key positions in critical areas 

of the company’s operations including 

marketing, research and development,

global product development, 

customer service, manufacturing 

and others.  Named as President of

Avon’s product development in 

1990, she was promoted to Senior

Vice President - U.S.A. marketing 

in 1992 and one year later Senior 

Vice President of global product 

development.  Under Susan’s 

leadership, Russia became the fastest

growing new market entry in Avon’s 

history, Central Europe grew 

dramatically, and she led Avon’s 

entry into South Africa via Avon’s 

acquisition of Justine (Pty) Ltd. 

In 1997, Susan was placed in

charge of U.S. operations, the 

company’s largest single market 

and in 1998 became Executive Vice

President of Avon North America,

responsible for the company’s 

operating business unit that spans

the United States, Canada and

Puerto Rico.

Susan earned a B.A. from St. John’s

University and an M.B.A. in Finance

from New York University.  

Susan James
Kropf

“Mary Louis taught me the meaning of
achievement as well as the importance of
relationships - both key ingredients for success.”

1966
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Patricia Fili-Krushel, Executive Vice

President of Administration at AOL

Time Warner, Inc. has spent her entire

professional career working in the

media. Graduating with a B.S. from 

St. John’s University, Pat began her

career at ABC as Program Controller

for ABC Sports from 1975 to 1979.  

In 1984 she went to work for HBO,

where she was responsible for overseeing

all business aspects of the acquisition,

production and sale of original 

programming and pay-TV services.

From 1988 to 1993 she served as

Group Vice President of Hearst/ABC-

Viacom Entertainment Services and

Senior Vice President of Programming

and Production of Lifetime Television.  

At Lifetime, the cable network geared

primarily to women, Pat was responsible

for program acquisitions, development,

production, scheduling and on-air 

production, with particular emphasis

on the development and expansion 

of original programming and the 

introduction of the network’s world

premiere movies.  

From July 1998 to April 2000, 

Pat was President at ABC Television

Network.  While there, she conceived

and orchestrated SoapNet, a 24-hour

soap opera cable network.  During 

her tenure, she was responsible for

improving the ABC Television

Network’s ranking from #3 to #1 

in the ratings. 

Pat has been honored often, 

including Fortune magazine’s 

“50 Most Powerful Women.” 

Patricia

“The values and thirst for knowledge
that were instilled in me during my 
years at Mary Louis provided me with 
a foundation that I was able to build
upon. Additionally, I believe that being
educated in a single-sex environment allowed me to approach the
business world in a confident manner.”

1971
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After graduating from TMLA,

Tamara Stephen attended Boston

University on a Trustee Scholarship,

a full tuition scholarship renewed

annually for four years. Majoring 

in biomedical engineering and 

consistently placing on the Dean’s

List, Tamara earned the College of

Engineering’s Student Leader Award,

the General Electric Foundation

Latimer Achievement Award and the

National Collegiate Minority

Leadership Award.  Changing

careers, she opted to go to law school

and attended  Hofstra University

Law School, where she graduated

with a J.D. in 1986.  At Hofstra she

was the Associate Editor of The

Labor Law Journal, was on the

Dean’s List and was included in

Who’s Who Among American Law

Students.  Currently Tamara is a 

litigation associate with Kaye Scholer

LLP in New York.  Her experience

includes brief writing, motion 

practice, deposition work, drafting

and responding to discovery requests,

pre-trial preparation, post-trial 

submissions, client counseling and

legal research.  In addition, she

supervises junior associates, legal

assistants and support staff.  She is 

a member of the firm’s Diversity

Committee and Legal Personnel

Committee. 

Tamara’s contribution to public

service includes serving on the

Committee on Law Student

Perspectives for the Association of

the Bar of The City of New York.

Tamara
Stephen

“TMLA gave me wings and let me fly.
Mary Louis is a small, close-knit, 
faith-filled community which fosters in 
its students the value of cooperation, 
conscientiousness, generosity and caring and
encourages its young ladies to be inquisitive,
proactive and tenacious. ...Mary Louis 
teaches you to set high standards for yourself... to be self-confident without
being arrogant... to be assertive without being overly aggressive.  Those lessons
have served me well in college, in law school, in my career and in life.”

1988
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Anne Santoro, an officer at 

JP Morgan Fleming Asset

Management, joined JP Morgan 

and Co., Inc. in the analyst training

program in 1997 where she currently

manages institutional relationships

with brokers/dealers.  Prior to her

career in finance, Anne was an

English major at Haverford College

in Haverford, PA, graduating Magna

Cum Laude, Phi Beta Kappa, and

with honors in her department.

Anne is a member of Women’s

Interactive Network (WIN) focusing

on mentoring female executives at JP

Morgan Chase and Co, a member of

the Annual Giving Executive

Committee for Haverford, and a

member of the Board of Trustees for

The Mary Louis Academy.  

Anne
Santoro

“TMLA helped me find focus at a 
time in most young women’s lives that
are filled with a lot of questions.  
The community of teachers and students,
and after-school activities, such as Forensics, helped me to find 
my voice and have the confidence to succeed in challenging 
environments.”

1993
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Katarina Colic moved through 

her years at Mary Louis taking full

advantage of both academics and

extracurricular activities.  Whether 

it was the Speech Team, where she

rose to be President, or Project Earth,

she committed herself to a standard

of excellence that matches the

Academy’s deepest desires its students.

A National Merit Finalist in her

senior year and class valedictorian,

Katarina was well prepared for col-

lege by the Honors and AP courses

in which she excelled.  She came to

Mary Louis as a scholarship student

and was accepted at Harvard with

the financial support necessary to

attend.  No better investment could

have been made by either school.

This remarkable young woman even

found time while at Mary Louis to

work at Operation Fun, a camp for

disadvantaged children.

Perhaps it is the value she has

found in her own education that 

had led her to choose a career path 

in this field.  Having interned with

Teach for America, Katarina is writ-

ing her senior thesis on the impact 

of political factors on the quality 

of urban education.  She says, “After

graduation I plan to teach in New

York City for two years while getting

my Masters in Education.”

Katarina
Colic

“At Mary Louis I was inspired by great 

teachers who pushed me to do my best in a

way that was both challenging and 

supportive. Because academic excellence was

held up as an ideal by the school community, 

I always felt proud of my academic successes,

and encouraged to pursue challenging 

classes. I have no doubt that having attended Mary Louis helped me get

into Harvard, and I think it is because I had such a great educational

experience that I plan to pursue a career in education.”

1999

10



Andrea Clarke, a graduate of the

Grace Day Lutheran School in

Queens Village, came to The Mary

Louis Academy in fall of 1999.

Achieving First Honors in ninth 

and tenth grades and Principal’s 

List in eleventh grade, Andrea 

was recently named a National

Achievement Scholarship Program

for Black Americans Semi-Finalist.

Whether in French Club or on

Student Council, she has enjoyed the

many benefits of a college preparatory

education and is hoping to attend

Duke University with a major in

Biology.

Besides her academic studies and

extra-curricular activities, Andrea has

volunteered faithfully at the New

York State Veterans Hospital in 

St. Albans.  Reflecting on the joy 

she has found in this experience,

Andrea wrote, “I developed a close 

relationship with the elderly people

who reside there.  They invited me

into their lives through trips down

memory lane and I let them into 

my life by describing my hopes for

the future….  My goal is to use 

my education at one of these noted

schools as a foundation for my career.”

Whether as a summer camp 

counselor, an after-school tutor, or 

a volunteer at the Veterans’ Home,

Andrea exhibits the best of Mary

Louis: excellence in her academics

and a genuine concern for others.

Andrea
Clarke

“Mary Louis has given me confidence.
Knowing that the girls here are honestly
interested in knowing me as a person 
has encouraged me to express myself.  
I now develop my opinions further so 
I can convey them to others more completely.”

2003
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Samantha Cohen graduated from

Our Lady of the Angelus in Rego

Park where she achieved many 

honors and awards, including

Valedictorian, awards in Mathematics

and Literature and a Certificate of

Merit from the New York State

Assembly.  These stellar achievements

have continued throughout her years

at TMLA.

Since 9th grade, Samantha has

been on the Principal’s List.  She has

also won the Student Council Award

for hard work and dedication, and

Scholar Athlete Award continuously

since her Freshman year.  A member

of the National Honor Society, she

was recently named a Commended

Student in the National Merit

Scholarship Program.

Soccer is Samantha’s passion.  

She has been a four-year starter on

TMLA’s Hilltoppers Varsity Soccer

Team and has also played with 

the Bayside Soccer Travel Team.  

Because of her love for soccer, she

finds time to coach at a local clinic

working with children ages 4-9.  

In addition to coaching children in

soccer, Samantha has volunteered at

PS 182 as a literacy tutor for the 

past two years.

As Samantha is finishing her last

year at The Mary Louis Academy, 

she is hoping to attend Yale University

where she would plan to major in

bioengineering.  Samantha demonstrates

an ability to combine excellence in 

academics and a dedication to others

through extra-curricular activities.

Samanatha
Cohen

“Mary Louis, both in and out of the 
classroom, prepared me for the future.  
I learned so much here and I have made
friends that I will have for a lifetime.”

2003
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FIDEM SERVAVI
I have kept the faith


