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“The Mary Louis Academy provides an atmosphere which fosters 
academic excellence and respect which in turn nurtures the whole person 

by integrating faith and life.  Consistent with the charism of the 
Sisters of St. Joseph, The Mary Louis Academy seeks to develop leaders 

who are rooted in Gospel values and committed to creating a just society.”

Excerpt from Mission Statement of The Mary Louis Academy
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The Mary Louis Academy, proud of its legacy and tradition,

boasts of the accomplishments and achievements of its alumnae. Over

15,000 women have walked through our hallways, each unique and 

special, and each with a dream.  

Young women who enter our doors are met with challenges.  Our goal

is to educate future leaders. Students are encouraged to realize

their own unique talents and gifts. We endeavor to empower each 

student to realize and value her own unique spiritual, intellectual, 

physical, emotional and social potential as a leader in today's society.

The Academy is proud to present you with our second volume of

Women of Vision. In preparing these snapshots, each was asked the 

following question: “How did your experience at The Mary Louis Academy

contribute to your success?” As you read through the responses we suspect

you may be answering the question for yourself as well.

Each graduate that is profiled presents a different look at what a

TMLA education offers. One theme, however, emerged repeatedly.

These women are philanthropic, benevolent and generous. Each took

her God given talents that were nurtured at the Academy and

shared them with others.

We hope that as you look through the following pages, you realize

that you are a part of the sixty-seven year legacy of The Mary Louis

Academy, a place of history and tradition, and a place where the

dreams of young women are realized and fulfilled.



Sister Alice O’Shaughnessy, CSJ,
MD, is currently Medical Director 
of Good Shepherd Hospice, a merger
of three Catholic Hospices on Long
Island.  S. Alice entered the Sisters 
of Saint Joseph in 1954.  

From 1956-1965, S. Alice taught
at St. Brendan’s School in Brooklyn
and Sacred Heart School in North
Merrick, while earning her BA in
Science Education from St. John’s
University.

Earning her MD from Marquette
Medical School (now Medical
College of Wisconsin) in 1969, S.
Alice did her internship in medicine
at RI Hospital and her residency in
internal medicine at hospitals 
affiliated with Cornell Medical
School.  S. Alice began her private
practice in internal medicine with
offices in Port Washington and in
Brentwood in 1973.  She continued
for eleven years, until she limited her
practice to the care of priests and 
sisters.  

In 1990 she was named the part
time Medical Director of Mercy
Hospice and continued in that office
until she was named the full time
Medical Director of Good Shepherd
Hospice.

Since S. Alice began her medical
practice, she has cared for thousands
of patients, many of them near life’s
end.  She has presented many talks
and workshops in self-care, especially
for women, the elderly and caregivers
of the elderly.  For the past ten years
she has been actively involved in
improving the quality and 
accessibility of the care for the dying.

S. Alice is Board Certified in
Internal Medicine and holds an
Advanced Certificate in Geriatrics
and Hospice & Palliative Medicine.
In June 2002, she received an 
honorary doctorate from St. John’s
University.  In all of her work 
S. Alice says she “has been led by
God and supported by the Sisters 
of St. Joseph.”

Sister Alice 

“I learned that God gives us gifts
and talents, so that we can put
them at the service of others.
TMLA is where I began to delight
in learning.”

1952
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O’Shaughnessy,CSJ, MD



Lucy C. Nunziato was elected
President of Flushing Council on
Culture and the Arts at Historic
Flushing Town Hall in September 
of 2002.

Previously she served as Executive
Vice President of the Queens Chamber
of Commerce from February 1993 to
April 2002.  In this position she was
responsible for day-to-day operations 
of the over 1,100 members 
organization.  A lifelong resident of
Queens, Lucy has helped transform the
image of the borough’s preeminent
business organization.

Lucy went to the Chamber after 
a long tenure with the Long Island
Savings Bank, FSB.  Starting as a teller,
she later worked in various departments
of the bank and eventually became Vice
President overseeing the community
and public relations department of a
forty-eight branch network in Queens,
Nassau and Suffolk Counties in New
York.  During her time with LISB, 
Lucy served as President of Savings
Bank Women of New York.

Lucy has served on the boards of the
American Red Cross, Alliance of
Queens Artists, Long Island City

YMCA, Flushing Council on the
Culture and the Arts, the Queens
District Attorney’s Business Advisory
Council, the Verizon Advisory Council,
Con Edison’s Small Business Advisory
Council and the Committee to
Promote Public Trust and Confidence
in the Legal System.

Over the years she has also 
volunteered her time to help charities
such as the American Cancer Society,
the Girl Scout Council of Greater New
York, Junior Achievement, Project
Outreach, Walter Kaner’s Children’s
Foundation, the Wheelchair Classics,
the Lexington Center and the Variety
Boys and Girls Clubs in Queens.  Lucy
also has served on the finance
committee of both St. Patrick’s and St.
Sebastian’s Roman Catholic Churches.

In recognition of all her 
philanthropic and volunteer work, Lucy
has been honored by the American Red
Cross, American Cancer Society and
the Long Island City YMCA, just to
name a few.  Lucy was also recognized
by the New York Newsday as a Home
Town Hero and was named a Queens
County Woman of Distinction by New
York State Senator Serphin R. Maltese.

Lucy C.  
Nunziato

“The Mary Louis Academy has afforded
me  the tools to establish a solid 
foundation that has become the basis of
my life and career.  To be fortunate
enough to have the opportunity to build a
successful career and help others is all
that one can ask for.”

1953
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Hon. Madeleine Cummo
Fitzgibbon, Supervising Suffolk
County District Court Judge, has a
distinguished career in the field of
law.  

After receiving her JD from St.
John’s University School of Law in
1982, Judge Fitzgibbon practiced law
until her appointment to the second
district court in Babylon in 1994.
She has held several other positions,
including President Judge of the 
First District, Commissioner of the
Suffolk County Ethics Commission,
President of the Suffolk District
Judges Association and Director of
the Copiague Chamber of
Commerce.  

In her current position as
Supervising Judge of the Suffolk
County District Court, she oversees
350 non-judicial personnel and
twenty-three judges.  Judge
Fitzgibbon was the first woman 

judge to be appointed to the County
Court, a superior court, and she
presided in Suffolk’s first Domestic
Violence Court.  She has received 
the endorsement of all the major 
and minor political parties for her 
re-election in November.  She is 
running unopposed, a rare 
occurrence in the political arena.

Judge Fitzgibbon has received
many honors and awards for her
dedication and achievements.
Suffolk County Criminal Bar
Association and the Suffolk County
Columbian Lawyers have both
named her Judge of the Year and the
New York State Senate has named
her a Woman of  Distinction. 

Judge Fitzgibbon has been 
married to her husband Jerry for
thirty-five years and they have two
children, Jennifer and James, daughter-
in-law Lori, and two grandchildren,
Emily Rose and James Anthony.

“I was very shy as a teenager.  At
TMLA, I was able to come out of 
my shell because of the wonderful 
friendships I made and the loving
support of the good sisters and lay
teachers who truly cared about me
and my education.  I learned to be
disciplined and responsible and not to be afraid to try.  
I credit this solid educational experience as a key reason why
I attempted – and succeeded in – the legal profession.”
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Cummo Fitzgibbon
Hon.Madeleine A. 1963



After graduating from TMLA,
Claudia attended the College of
Notre Dame of MN with a BA in
Art and then earned her MFA in
Painting from Catholic University 
of America in 1971.

Claudia has had more than sixty
one person and 300 group exhibitions
nationally and internationally 
including exhibitions at the
Corcoran Museum, Modern Art
Museum of Fort Worth, Mississippi
Museum, Tucson Museum, Flint
Institute of Art and the Museum of
the Southwest, just to name a few.

Her work is in numerous 
permanent collections including the
Brooklyn Museum of Art, Stamford
Museum, Boca Raton Museum and
in major corporate collections, such
as those of Hyatt Regency Hotels,
Exxon, Citibank and Siemens.  Her
public commissions have come from
the New York City Department of
Cultural Affairs, Brooklyn Library
System, Queens Supreme Court,

Prudential Life Insurance, the State
of New Mexico and the New York
City Construction Authority.

Claudia is curator of “Women of
the World:  A Global Collection of
Art.” This traveling exhibition, with
accompanying book, includes work
of women from 177 countries 
dealing with the image of women.

Claudia’s work is influenced by
her travels to over eighty countries
and her interest in and collection of
Outsider Art.  She has exhibited and
lectured in over fifteen countries.
From 1980-1990 she was the
Director of Art Workshops for the
New School for Social Research.  
For the past thirty years, Claudia 
has served on the faculty of the
University of Maryland where she
has been named Distinguished
Scholar Teacher.

Claudia is married to sculptor 
Ed McGowin and resides in New
York City and Kent, Connecticut.

Claudia

“With its intellectually strong academic
curriculum, Mary Louis taught me to
think, to question and to believe in
myself.  It taught me to dream.”

1965
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Regina Pitaro is currently
Managing Director of Gabelli Asset
Management, which manages 
over $20 billion in assets. She is
responsible for several hundred 
institutional and individual client 
relationships.  Regina is also the
author of “Deals, Deals and More
Deals” focusing on risk arbitrage,
another investment capability of
Gabelli.

Regina received her bachelor degree
in Anthropology from Fordham
University and her masters in
Anthropology from Loyola University
in Chicago.  After graduating from
Loyola in 1980, Regina became 
an archaeologist and worked for 
the Federal Government on 
development projects.

She attended Columbia University

Graduate School of Business and 
earned her MBA in finance in 1982.
Upon graduation, she began her
career on Wall Street at Lehman
Brothers Kuhn Loeb in equity
research and sales.  She joined Gabelli
Asset Management in 1984.

Regina's primary focus in her 
volunteer activities is education.   
She currently serves on the Cabinet 
of The Mary Louis Academy and 
is on the Board of the Futures in
Education Foundation, which aids
elementary and high schools in
Brooklyn and Queens.  She is also 
a member of the Annual Fund of
Greenwich Country Day School.  
Her past affiliations include the 
Bruce Museum, where she served 
as Chairman of the Investment
Committee.

Regina
Pitaro 

“TMLA opened up a whole new world
for me.  It taught me how to have 
confidence in myself.  I credit the 
teachers at Mary Louis for helping me
develop an intellectual curiosity I had
never been exposed to before, and the 
conviction that I could succeed at 
any career.”

1972
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Audrey has spent all of her 
career in the retail industry.  
Since graduating from TMLA 
in 1972 she has worked for RH
Macys in New York City while she
attended Queens College for her
bachelors degree and New York
University for her MBA.  Beginning 
as an entry-level sales associate, she
rose through various levels of buying
and administration.  In 1990 she
became Vice President of Product
Development for Macys home store
private label.    

Audrey relocated to Los Angeles
in 1994 to work for Warner Bros.
Studio Stores.  During her seven-year
tenure, she was Vice President and
then promoted to Executive Vice
President of Merchandising.  Her
responsibilities included overseeing
product development, design, 

buying, planning, sourcing and 
international sales.  

Returning to New York in 2001,
Audrey is currently the Executive
Vice President/Chief Merchandising
Officer of Linens ’n Things.  She
directs all merchandising efforts, 
private label development and store
merchandising presentations for a
$2.2 billion home furnishings retailer.

Though her career has enabled her
to travel extensively throughout
Europe, India and Asia, Audrey 
continues to maintain involvement
in numerous philanthropic 
organizations.  While in Los Angeles,
she worked for seven years collecting
toys for the Los Angeles Fire
Department’s “Toys for Needy
Children” and was recognized 
as their largest private donor.  

Audrey
“Mary Louis provided an environment
that enabled me to develop a perspective
regarding personal values and life
goals.  The entire experience, which
helped me attain knowledge and gain
self-confidence, has been an integral part
of my personal and professional success.”

1972
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Nancy Matta joined Merrill 
Lynch in April 1980.  She provides
planning services to individuals,
small corporations and non-profit
organizations.  Her areas of expertise
include professional money 
management, estate planning and
philanthropic financial planning.
She leads a team responsible for
managing over $170 million in
assets.  

While at Merrill Lynch, Nancy
has moved through the ranks.  
She was appointed Vice President 
in 1992, First-Vice President -
Investments in 1999 and is now 
currently Wealth Manager Advisor, 
a position she has been in since
2002.  She has just been appointed
to The National Advisory Council
on Diversity for Merrill Lynch.  
At Merrill Lynch, Nancy has earned
several honors and distinctions
including the Award for Top
Production in Insurance in the
Metropolitan Region, Top Producer

in New Accounts and the Merrill
Lynch Chairman's Club.  Nancy 
has been a member of the Circle 
of Excellence since 1995, which 
represents the top 1% of advisors 
at Merrill Lynch.

Nancy holds the Certified
Financial Planner (CFP) designation
and the Wealth Management Advisor
title within Merrill Lynch.  She is
currently enrolled at the Wharton
School of Business in the Certified
Investment Management Analyst
(CIMA) program. 

Within her community, Nancy
sits on the Board of Directors of the
YMCA-McBurney organization and
is a Cabinet Member for The Mary
Louis Academy. She is also a member
of the Investment Committee for
The Hunger Project-Worldwide, the
Archdiocese of New York Bequest &
Planned Giving Committee, St.
Joseph's Young Adult Club and
National Association for Female
Executives.

Nancy
Matta 

"I attribute all that I have achieved in
my career to my four years at TMLA.  
I learned to be confident in my abilities.
I was wonderfully challenged to be the
best that I could be.  I learned to be 
self-reliant, resourceful and committed.
Failure was not an option and 
persistence was the vehicle of action."

1973
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Constance ("Connie") Fratianni-
Wysota is a Partner in the Bankruptcy
and Restructuring Group of Shearman
& Sterling LLP, one of the world's 
leading global law firms with over
1,000 lawyers in nineteen  offices
worldwide.  She began at Shearman &
Sterling in 1985 as a real estate lawyer
right after graduating from the
University of Michigan School of Law.
After five years as a real estate lawyer,
Connie changed practice areas to 
bankruptcy.

Connie regularly represents debtors
and creditors and has represented
clients such as Credit Suisse First
Boston in the US Air bankruptcy case
and Citigroup in the Enron case.

After fourteen years with the firm,
Connie was named a partner.  One year
later, she became the firm's Personnel
Partner. In addition to maintaining her
bankruptcy practice, as Personnel
Partner, she is responsible for the firm's
associates worldwide in such areas as
hiring, bonuses and promotions.

While at Shearman & Sterling, 
she was the firm's first "flex time 
partner." Connie regularly mentors
young lawyers, especially women, about
their careers and has spoken on several
panels, including the New York Bar
Association panel on "Attorney Moms
and their Strategies for Success."

Though her law practice takes up
much of her time, she makes the effort
to be with her family.  She is a Junior
Girl Scout, Daisy Girl Scout and Cub
Scout Leader.  She has been Class Mom
for her children, a working parent 
liaison for the School Community
Association.  Connie was a presenter at
TMLA's Career Day.  She is a member
of the Strathmore-Vanderbilt Women's
Club, serving as president from 2000-
2002, and a member of the Manhasset
Women's Coalition Against Breast
Cancer.  Connie lives on Long Island
with her husband Scott Wysota and
their four children, Michael, Alexandra,
Matthew and Amanda.

Constance

"Mary Louis reinforced the values
my parents instilled in me - work
hard and you can achieve anything.
The sisters and teachers of Mary
Louis not only encouraged us to do
great things, but expected us to!
Roadblocks still stand in the way of
women's advancement.  Mary Louis gave me the confidence 
to find ways around those road blocks to succeed."

1978
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Catalina Soriano certainly has 
had a distinct and interesting career.
Graduating from St. John’s
University School of Law in 1989,
Catalina was an Associate with
Jacobowitz, Spessard, Garfinkel, 
& Lesman, Esqs. and Pegalis 
& Wachsman, P.C.  While there she
managed extensive caseloads in the
area of medical malpractice and 
general civil litigation matters.  
In 1995, Catalina became a Senior
Associate at Armienti & Brooks, P.C.
Catalina is a member of the New
York and Connecticut State Bars,
United States Southern and Eastern
District Courts of New York and the
French Institute of the Alliance
Française.

After ten years of practicing law,
Catalina chose to pursue a career in

education.  Catalina used her foreign
language expertise and returned to
Mary Louis as a member of the
teaching faculty.  Catalina teaches 
all levels of TMLA students, 
freshman through senior years,
French and Spanish.  As a TMLA
faculty member, Catalina acts as a
Homeroom Advisor, provides 
tutoring to students, and moderates
TMLA’s Hellenic Society, a cultural
organization she founded for those
interested in the history and culture
of Greece.  

While teaching at the Academy,
Catalina returned to school to pursue
her graduate studies in Secondary
Education from Queens College and
she received her New York State
Permanent Teaching Certification
in Spanish. 

Catalina
Soriano

“TMLA challenged me to become the 
best that I could be.  I always gave my 
best efforts to succeed.”

1982
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Tiziana earned a BA in
International Affairs at John Cabot
University in Rome, Italy in 1995.
She worked for two years in an 
international construction company
on the sites of Ethiopia and Sierra
Leone.  Returning to the United
States, she graduated from 
St. John’s University with her MA
in International Relations and a
Certification in Diplomacy and
Negotiations in 1998.  After 
graduation she returned to Rome
and initiated an internship at the
United Nations Food Programme
and worked as a Junior Policy
Analyst in the Strategy Policy
Division.  Tiziana has also worked in
the Italian Senate as a Parliamentary
Collaborator to an Italian Senator
and was also an Advertising and
Promotion Manager for 

Johnson & Johnson in Milan.
Currently, Tiziana is working 

for Alenia Aeronautica, an Italian 
aeronautic industry, which is the 
third largest in Europe and the ninth
largest in the world.  She is primarily
responsible for European Defense
and Transatlantic Partnerships.  
She works specifically for the
International Military Program and
is the liaison between the industry
and the Ministry of Defense. At this
time, she has been assigned to the
Eurofighter Program, which is the
combat aircraft built and bought by
the United Kingdom, Spain,
Germany and Italy.

Tiziana has been living in Rome,
Italy for the past ten years.  Her job
allows her to travel abroad and see
the world regularly.

TizianaAydonopoulos

“Mary Louis brought out the best in
me. Wonderful teachers who taught 
me to look inside, identify my passions,
and transform them into reality.”

1991
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Riji Suh, born in Seoul, South
Korea, exemplifies the qualities of 
a TMLA woman - academically, 
athletically, socially and through her
extracurricular activities.  Riji was 
an active member of the National
Honor Society, the Speech and
Debate Team, the basketball and 
tennis teams, Mariel and Student
Council, serving as President her 
senior year.

Riji graduated from Colgate
University in May 2003.  She was 
a member of Colgate’s Konosioni
Honor Society and received the
Colgate Dean’s Award, George 
W. Cobb Fellowship Award and 
Charles A. Dana Scholar Award. 

Majoring in Native American
Studies, Riji had the opportunity to
study in New Mexico at the Tesque
Reservation.  While there she was 
a fitness coordinator working with
youth in the community.  Her
experience has given her an 

opportunity to meet and become
friends with the various people of
different backgrounds and cultures.

Riji also has an interest in the arts
and entertainment.  She has held
internships at Metro Channel’s NY
Central and ABC’s Good Morning,
America.  During the summer of
2003, she was cast in an off-off
Broadway original one-act play, 
“Just Before the Millennium” at the
Samuel French Festival.  

Currently, Riji is using her talents
for NextNext Entertainment, a 
company focusing on youth related 
programming.  She co-hosted and
was a member of the creative team of
a pilot called “Snap” and was a 
participant for “Chat the Planet,” a
groundbreaking TV and web 
initiative that connects young people
from around the world, giving them
an opportunity to communicate and
share perspectives and opinions on
issues from war to pop culture.

Riji 
Suh

“I will always be a TMLA woman.  
The educational, social, and athletic 
experiences at TMLA have given me 
the raw grit and energy to be a 
passionate dreamer who will not 
compromise my deepest values.”

1999
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A graduate of St. Clare
Elementary School in Rosedale,
Robin is currently a senior at TMLA.
She was recently named a 
semi-finalist in the National
Achievement Scholarship Program.  

While attending St. Clare’s she
received the St. John’s University
Women in Math and Science Award.
Robin is attending Mary Louis on 
an academic scholarship.  She has
been on the Principal’s List every
trimester and was selected for Who’s
Who Among American High School
Students since she began at TMLA
in 2000.

During her junior year, Robin
won the Queens College Presidential
Award for Excellence, which was
extremely prestigious since it was the
first time that the award was ever
presented.  

While at TMLA, Robin finds 
time to be involved in different
extracurricular activities.  She has
been a member of the Student

Council since she was a freshman.
Her positions include serving as
Home Room President for two years,
Student Council Secretary and 
now currently, the Student Council
President.  Robin is a member of
Outreach, the National Honor
Society and the African Heritage
Club. Robin is dedicated as a true
volunteer.  She is a peer tutor for
math and has made trips to New
York City to distribute food to 
shut-ins on Thanksgiving.  

Robin is a volunteer Sunday
school teaching assistant for fourth 
and fifth graders in her parish.  This 
experience has strengthened her love
of working with children.  She has
had the opportunity to work with 
an autistic child and finds great 
satisfaction in her volunteer efforts.

Robin hopes to attend either
Georgetown University or Columbia
University to major in Biology and
to pursue her love of children and
science by becoming a pediatrician.  

Robin

“TMLA has taught me to be a great
leader. My leadership skills are given
the opportunity to flourish in a 
welcoming environment.”

2004
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THE MARY LOUIS ACADEMY
176-21 Wexford Terrace 

Jamaica Estates, New York 11432
(phone) 718 297 2120  (fax) 718 739 0037 

www.tmla.org

FIDEM SERVAVI
I have kept the faith


